Township of South-West Oxford
Council Minutes
February 2, 2021
Members Present:

Mayor:
Councillors:

David Mayberry
Paul Buchner (Ward 1), Peter
Ypma (Ward 2), Valerie Durston
(Ward 3), George Way (Ward 4),
Jim Pickard (Ward 5), Craig Gillis
(Ward 6)

Members Absent:

None

Staff Present:

Mary Ellen Greb, Chief Administrative Officer
Diane Larder, Treasurer/Deputy CAO
Julie Forth, Clerk
Adam Prouse, Works Superintendent
Howard Leaver, Chief Building Official

Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor David Mayberry and a
quorum was present.
Motion to Accept Agenda
Resolution No. 1

Moved by Jim Pickard
Seconded by Craig Gillis
RESOLVED that the regular meeting agenda for the
February 2nd, 2021 meeting of council be approved.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest
There were no declarations of pecuniary interest.
Minutes
January 19th, 2021 - Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Resolution No. 2

Moved by Paul Buchner
Seconded by Peter Ypma
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RESOLVED that the regular minutes of the January
19th, 2021 Council meeting be approved.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried
Business Arising from the Minutes
CL 06-2021: Business Arising from the Minutes of January 19th, 2021
Clerk Julie Forth provided Council with a report to provide them with an
overview of the staff actions arising from the minutes of the last Council
meeting.
Resolution No. 3

Moved by Valerie Durston
Seconded by Jim Pickard
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of
South-West Oxford receive report CL 06-2021
Summary of Staff Actions Related to Business Arising
from the Minutes of January 19th, 2021 as
information.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Staff Reports
CAO 01-2021: Alternative Proposal for Township Hall and Park Committees
Annual General Meeting (AGM)
CAO Mary Ellen Greb provided Council with a report to provide them with
adequate information to amend the South-West Oxford Term of Reference (A
reference guide for Council appointed Township Hall, Park and Recreation
Committees) to allow for a number of options for the payment of the annual
Township grant and the holding of the AGM for each council committee as
required in the Terms of Reference. The following options were considered:
1. Committees proceed with the Annual AGM with assistance from staff
to set up virtual “Zoom” option;
2. Committees be permitted to hold the Annual AGM at a later date (June
30th) should they wish to hold hybrid or in person meetings;
3. Committees be permitted to reappoint current members that wish to
continue to serve – members that no longer wish to service may be
removed by resolution.
CAO Mary Ellen Greb advised that a process will also need to be determined
to pay out annual grants to the hall and park committees.
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Council agreed to permit the hall and park boards to hold their annual general
meetings at a later date and to permit current members to continue to serve in
2021. Council also agreed that hall and park committee may be paid their
annual grants as approved in the 2021 budget so long as the required
financial information from each committee has been received by the
Treasurer. Council expressed that they don’t want improvements scheduled
for this year to be delayed because they haven’t held the annual general
meeting yet.
Resolution No. 4

Moved by Peter Ypma
Seconded by Paul Buchner
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of
South-West Oxford grant an exemption to the Terms
of Reference for Township Hall, Park and Recreation
Committees to delay the Annual General Meetings in
2021 to a date to be scheduled later in the year by the
Committees;
AND FURTHER THAT the Treasurer be authorized to
forward grant funding as approved by Council in the
2021 budget to hall and park committees subject to
receipt of required financial records by the Treasurer.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Resolution No. 5

Moved by Craig Gillis
Seconded by Paul Buchner
RESOLVED that Council receive Report CAO 012021 as information.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

CL 07-2021: Ward Boundary/Council Composition for 2022 Municipal Election
Clerk Julie Forth provided Council with a report to provide Council with an
overview of the current South-West Oxford ward boundaries and council
composition and seek their input with respect to undertaking a review, or
make changes, to ward boundaries and/or council composition in advance of
the 2022 Municipal Election. She noted that the current ward boundaries
reflect generally equal and proportionate representation across the Township,
however she noted that the boundary adjustment with the Town of Ingersoll
split Ward 4 into an east and west side which is not ideal. She also
commented on the development planned in Mt. Elgin over the next several
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years and noted that a ward boundary review will be needed in advance of
the 2026 municipal election.
Council discussed the matter and made suggestions regarding possible
realignment of the Ward 2 and Ward 3 boundaries that may be considered in
the future. Council agreed that now is not the time to undertake a ward
boundary review, due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and the public
consultation requirements of the process, and the recent Ingersoll and
Woodstock boundary adjustments. Council provided direction to staff to
undertake a full ward boundary review in advance of the 2026 municipal
election.
Mayor David Mayberry noted that the elector count within Ward 2 is near the
upper 25% threshold, and that the population in Ward 2 will continue to grow
over the next four years.
Resolution No. 6

Moved by Jim Pickard
Seconded by George Way
RESOLVED that Council of the Township of SouthWest Oxford receive report CL 07- 2021: Ward
Boundary/Council Composition for 2022 Municipal
Election for information;
AND FURTHER THAT Council provide direction to
staff investigation boundary adjustment, size of
council during the next term of Council and maintain
the status quo for the 2022 municipal election.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

CL 08-2021 - Continued Virtual/Hybrid Council Meetings & AV Options
Clerk Julie Forth provided Council with a report to provide them with options
to consider for continued virtual and/or hybrid Council and Committee
meetings due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and to support Council
openness and transparency.
Council expressed support for investment in audio and video technology for
ongoing virtual and hybrid Council meetings. Council provided direction to
staff to bring forward more information from AV Armour Pro and Ronsons
Audio Video to ensure that the two quotes provide pricing for the same
equipment. It was noted that the quote from Ronsons Audio Video only
included one camera and did not include pricing details for installation and
initial set up. It was also stated that the equipment quoted is all portable and
may be set up and relocated to a different location. Use of the equipment may
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be made available to Township Hall and Park Committees should the need
arise.
Clerk Julie Forth will bring this back to Council for final consideration at the
regular Council meeting of February 16th, 2021.
Resolution No. 7

Moved by Craig Gillis
Seconded by Valerie Durston
RESOLVED that Council of the Township of SouthWest Oxford receive report CL 08- 2021: Continued
Virtual Council Meetings & AV Options for information.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Agenda Items & Correspondence
#10 - SWOX County Council Report - January 2021
#11 - ROEDC Activity Report - November/December, 2020
#12 - Municipality of Dutton Dunwich Resolution re: support for automatic
speed enforcement
#13 - Email from Ministry of Seniors and Accessibility re: Website
Accessibility Requirements
Resolution No. 8

Moved by Paul Buchner
Seconded by Valerie Durston
RESOLVED that agenda and correspondence items
#10 to #13 inclusive be received for information and
that they be noted and filed.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Accounts Payable Report
February 2nd, 2021 - Accounts Payable Report
Resolution No. 9

Moved by George Way
Seconded by Peter Ypma
RESOLVED that the following Accounts be approved
for payment:
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Accounts Payable for
January 21st, to 31st,
2021
Bi-Weekly Payroll #2
Total:

$394,604.99
$43,697.87
$438,302.86

Discussion on the motion:
Discussion regarding the status of the generator at the
Mt. Elgin Hall took place. Chief Building Official
Howard Leaver advised that all of the wiring and
preparation work has been completed for the
generator, they are just waiting for the generator to
arrive and be connected.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried
Information Items & Correspondence
#14 - Municipality of Mississippi Mills Resolution re: Revisions to Municipal
Elections
#15 - United Counties of Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry Resolution re: Small
Businesses to Reopen
#16 - Municipality of West Grey Resolution re: Schedule 8 of Provincial
Budget Bill 229
#17 - Grey Highlands Resolution re: Insurance Rates
Resolution No. 10

Moved by Peter Ypma
Seconded by Craig Gillis
RESOLVED that Council provide direction to staff to
send a letter of support for item #17 Grey Highlands
Resolution re: Insurance Rates.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Resolution No. 11

Moved by George Way
Seconded by Valerie Durston
RESOLVED that information and correspondence
items #14 to #16 inclusive be received for information
and that they be noted and filed.
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DISPOSITION: Motion Carried
By-laws and Agreements
• By-Law No. 14-2021 - To authorize the execution of an agreement with
Hillside Animal Control Ltd.
• By-Law No. 15-2021 - A by-law to appoint Municipal Law Enforcement
Officers (Municipal Enforcement Unit - Chief William Menzie)
• By-Law No. 16-2021 - To establish a stop condition at railway
crossings (amend By-law 30-2009)
• By-law No. 17-2021 - To appoint a municipal law enforcement officer
(Howard Leaver)
Resolution No. 12

Moved by Paul Buchner
Seconded by Craig Gillis
RESOLVED that the following By-laws be introduced
and that they be read a first and second time:
• By-Law No. 14-2021 being a by-law to authorize
the execution of an agreement with Hillside
Animal Control Ltd.
• By-Law No. 15-2021 being a by-law to appoint
Municipal Law Enforcement Officers (Municipal
Enforcement Unit - Chief William Menzie)
• By-Law No. 16-2021 being a by-law to establish
a stop condition at railway crossings (amend Bylaw 30-2009)
• By-law No. 17-2021 being a by-law to appoint a
municipal law enforcement officer (Howard
Leaver)
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Resolution No. 13

Moved by Jim Pickard
Seconded by Peter Ypma
RESOLVED that By-laws 14-2021 to 17-2021 inclusive
be read a third time and finally passed, and that the
Mayor and Clerk be authorized to sign the By-laws and
affix the corporate seal.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Committees
• Engage and Inform Committee - December 2nd, 2020
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•
•

Environment and Energy Innovation Committee - December 2nd, 2020
SWOX Zero Waste Facilities Committee - November 17th, 2020

Councillor Ypma provided comment on the Environment and Energy
Innovation Committee meeting agenda and the minutes of January 6th in
relation to the committee’s comments on the Province’s new long term energy
plan. Mayor David Mayberry stated that the Committee will be reviewing the
draft letter which is included as part of the agenda package at their meeting
tomorrow, and with the Committee’s support, it will be brought forward for
endorsement by Council at the next regular meeting.
Resolution No. 14

Moved by George Way
Seconded by Paul Buchner
RESOLVED that the following committee minutes be
received for information:
• Engage and Inform Committee minutes of
December 2nd, 2020;
• Environment and Energy Innovation Committee
minutes of December 2nd, 2020;
• SWOX Zero Waste Facilities Committee minutes
of November 17th, 2020.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Council Round Table
Council members shared updates from their respective wards and community
involvement. “Beer for a Year” fundraiser in Beachville is underway.
Councillor Pickard commented on an issue regarding the ice rink in Sweaburg
– residents have been asked not to use the ice rink for playing hockey since a
neighbour’s window was broken by a hockey puck. The Winter Walk for
Warmth will be postponed this year due to gathering restrictions and the
COVID-19 pandemic. SWOX Trivia Night is coming up again on February
11th. Rural Mayors will be meeting to discuss water and wastewater rates.
* Council took a five-minute break and resumed at 10:18 a.m.
Closed Session
The meeting will be closed to the public to discuss subject matter that is:
(i) a trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial, financial or labour
relations information, supplied in confidence to the municipality or local board,
which, if disclosed, could reasonably be expected to prejudice significantly the
competitive position or interfere significantly with the contractual or other
negotiations or a person, group or persons, or organization (fibre
connectivity).
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Resolution No. 15

Moved by Paul Buchner
Seconded by Craig Gillis
RESOLVED that Council hold a closed meeting in
order to discuss a matter pertaining to:
(i)

a trade secret or scientific, technical,
commercial, financial or labour relations
information, supplied in confidence to the
municipality or local board, which, if
disclosed, could reasonably be expected to
prejudice significantly the competitive
position or interfere significantly with the
contractual or other negotiations or a
person, group or persons, or organization
(fibre connectivity).

DISPOSITION: Motion Carried
Resolution No. 16

Moved by Paul Buchner
Seconded by Craig Gillis
RESOLVED that Council reconvene in regular
session.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Discussion arising from Closed Session
Resolution No. 17

Moved by Valerie Durston
Seconded by Peter Ypma
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of
South-West Oxford provide direction to staff to contact
Coyle’s Country Store to request 50% funding
$4,833.50 to extend fibre to their location in
partnership with SWIFT and Execulink;
AND FURTHER THAT staff be directed to contact the
Town of Tillsonburg to request 50% funding
$16,175.50 to extend fibre to the Tillsonburg Airport in
partnership with SWIFT and Execulink.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried
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Council provided direction to staff to request that Execulink and Quadro
submit applications by the February 15, 2021 deadline for the Federal
Universal Broadband Fund with a proposal to service remaining residential,
business and agri-businesses in South-West Oxford.
Council provided direction to staff to reach out to neighbouring municipalities
to ensure that there is coordination among them and the Township when
boundary roads are serviced with fibre. This should be considered as part of
the evaluation of how fibre will be funded in the future – how will boundary
roads be funded between Township residents/property owners and
neighbouring residents/property owners.
SWOX Fibre Connectivity Steering Committee
Resolution No. 18

Moved by Peter Ypma
Seconded by Jim Pickard
RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of
South-West Oxford provide direction to staff to
develop terms of reference for a SWOX Fibre
Connectivity Steering Committee and that the draft
terms be brought forward to Council at their next
regular meeting of February 16th, 2021.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Resolution No. 19

Moved by Valerie Durston
Seconded by Craig Gillis
RESOLVED that the SWOX Fibre Connectivity
Steering Committee be made up of five members;
AND FURTHER THAT David Mayberry, Paul
Buchner, Jim Pickard, Mary Ellen Greb and Diane
Larder be appointed to the Committee.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

Council provided direction to include as part of the Terms of Reference for the
SWOX Fibre Connectivity Steering Committee how fibre may be funded
within the Township.
CONFIRMATORY BY-LAW
By-Law No. 18-2021 - To confirm all actions and proceedings of Council
(February 2nd, 2021)
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Resolution No. 20

Moved by Craig Gillis
Seconded by Valerie Durston
RESOLVED that By-law 18-2021 being a By-law to
confirm the proceedings of Council held Tuesday,
February 2nd, 2021 be read a first, second and third
time this 2nd day of February, 2021.
AND FURTHER THAT the Mayor and Clerk are
hereby authorized to sign the By-law and affix the
corporate seal.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

ADJOURNMENT
Resolution No. 21

Moved by Craig Gillis
Seconded by Peter Ypma
RESOLVED that there being no further business, the
Council meeting be adjourned at 11:46 a.m. to meet
again on Tuesday, February 16th, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried

CLERK: Julie Forth

MAYOR: David Mayberry
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